DNA methylation markers: a versatile diagnostic tool for routine clinical use.
In recent years, several new options have been introduced for the treatment of various neoplasias. Biomarkers are urgently needed to improve diagnosis and treatment selection. DNA metlhylation biomarkers unite these desirable characteristics because they relate to key aspects of tumor biology and can be measured reliably on routinely available patient specimens. Recent improvements in DNA methylation marker discovery and efforts to transfer these into routine clinical use are summarized in this review.